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U.5. GENERAL RUNS
QUIET LAOS TEAM

Pentagon Denies He Exists,
but American in Mufti s

TATINTL

Jo! N Hentge s rose to
L van fl:,,nmu eneral.
th~ n - was bsted e the
u!'mm’ Arne Register< from
1006 Lae veur of s praduation
frooe West I'wint,  through
1908 But his name does not

appeat 1 the 1838 or 1960
Regs ters

Aforeover, no onc¢ At the

Training Royal Troops scknowledge  knowing him.|
despite the fact that hi assign- -

St muent ta Laos is known, ;

By JACK RAYMOND Genera) Heintges has beeni
Spectal to The New York Times described as a tall, lean, toughj
jutantrymsn who aserved with!

Fentagon «an be found wio \\'i[li‘

Yy AOLITIAVUT TUAN, JALE-
Wahtever successey the Loatiin
rovernment has  scored in
battles with the pro-Commu.irst
Palnet l.ao forces can be at-,
tributed in large part to effec-
tive training by a special Usnt-

e Siates .Unil hegded by many. in 1912. His father, a2
colorful  West  Poirter  oick- German officer, was killed mn
numed ‘‘the Prussian.” quali-; World War [. His widowed

fied sources said today.

The Prussian is John Ar-y
nold Heintges, 48 veara old, the
key figure in a somewhal mys-
terious  story of the United
Stuates milbtary aid program to;
the cobatlled Southeast Asan’
Kingdoal.

Urider the 1954 Geneva truce
accurds, only France was per-,
mitted to have a military ad-!
visory group in  Laons. 'I'hc:
United States, therefore, estab-,
iished a “program cvaluation|
office.” More than 100 \,cch-i
riciang were senl to teach tiie;
Lactany how to maintain and’
use  United  States  mihiary
equipment.

A, U. 8.

The Americans instruct the
Laomions on how to fire thelr
carbine and maclhiine guas, how
to drive jeeps and trucks, how
to builiq bridges and how {o
conduct close-order drill They
must leave instrnetion m ta-lcs
and strategy to the frenciu

What {s puzzhng about the
arsignment of the hread of the
Uisted States group to Laos is
1hat he could be dead. perhaps
never have existed, insofar as
official Army records ave con-
cerned.

It appears that John Arinold
Heintges is the United Nintes
equivarent of a Soviel “noovi-
person’” Tius term vois usad
by tre suthor George Orwell te
descrbe andividuals dvopped
from soviet encyclopedias and
histortes when their enistence
pist oy present- - proved embar-
rassing to the }_()'cﬂ'\ﬁh

‘Non-Person’

distinction i the Third Divi-
sion in Italy and France during

( mother, also a German, marned

‘nun

‘brlieved to be Fort McKinlev,

Ouilitary adtory

IR ar 11 TAS & SCar
on his check that looks like a‘
Heidelberg  dueling  scar  but

' came from a swimming pool

fall.
He was born in Coblenz, Ger-

Capt. Kie Doty, who scrved ini
the United States army of vecu-
pation and afterward rose to
the rank of colonel.

Young Heintges  was anj
“Army brat’” His mcp(alhezx
acrved in Alaska and anoual
posts in the United States, Hn‘
nicknane was given to Generals
Heintges at West Paint: it 18§
belivved thal he comes from &
long L of Prussian o!ficers.

Wounded tn World War 11

He was graduated. conmis-
sioned and married on the same
day, Jure 14, 1938 He and lus
wite, the former Betty Chap-
Lovejoy, have  three
cmldren. Their home address is

Ma.

In World War [T General
Heintges was wounded 1y the
heavy fighting in Italv. He later
rejoined his unit for ficut-line
action 1 Southern Frunce.

After the - ar his assign-
ments includec serving vwath l.he,
sroup o at-,

tached to ‘e Werl Gorman,
Governwent s cew bhora nulitary
forees. [t is siad thal, although,

he has =poken Gernan tluently!
smee he was a child, he took’
a refresher course before re-,
porting w Boan

s official hiogoaphy at the
Pentagen  does  not andicate

when lie became 1 br.gadier
seneral, althnugh il was pre-

sumablv  when he took com-
mand of Fort Dix in January,
1858.

General Heintges' record ap-
pears to end in August, (038,
when he was ordered to report
to tne Elghth Army in Seoul,!
Korcit, the following January. !

{ hiding

Familiar Sight in Laos !

The general has not been in
He and his men, wear-
ing civilian clothes frequently
casuni stacks and sport jackets
trave been a familiar sight at
army camps near Vientiane.

AMany ot the men hear tatoos
such as “Third Infantry For-
ever’ on thewr forearms. The'
geterel appears o have,
hl‘mthY many of his old com-
rudes to his Laos auignmenL
They call him “Mister.”

The official  United States'
Government explanation of the:
dulics of the members of the'
Prograi: Fvaluation Office s
niclans, But there has been no
explanation why the record of:
General Hewtges has beep ex-, .
punged, or of why the men-
tion of i~ name in print seems
to embarvass the Pentagon and;
the State Department.

The members of his staff are.
siid to be retired Army men,”,
but many of them, like Gen-,
eral Hemnlges, no longer have!
theti names on Army lists.

Persons in & position to knowl
say they are not assigned toj
the Central Intelligence Agen-
cv. whirh presumably has its
own  vepresentatives on  the
3G
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